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6. Woman Exploitation in Vijay Tendulkar’s Silence! The Court Is In Session 3)
Prof. Sagar S. Vyas
1K B.BA. College, Abmedabad
carmned
Abstract in Ma
The present paper is an attempt to study the woman i{hlﬁl'lfllﬂt“"‘ as me‘:_ h}t 7"".';’1*. the pls
Tendulkar in his play, Silence! The Court Is In Session. 1t also focuses on r!u: woman p lgh In the hamel
male dominated society. He was one of the most influential Indian playwrights along “.’lih Girish o derg
Kamad. Habib Tanbeer and Badal Sircr. He has fertilized the Indian English literary 5:011 with his
literary outputs. He has presented content and form in a new way and also has cast the lights on the
buming issues of contemporary Indian society in a novel way in his plays. introd
come |
 Key Words: woman, plight, male dominated society : Lydon
ief Woman Exploitation in Vijay Tendulkar’s Silence! The Court Is In Session phight
i 4 mddle
':l: ~ [1] Introduction a happ
I IS an ¢
m-l'. Vijay Tendulkar was born on 6™ January 1928 and died on 19" May, 2008. He was one of full of
" the most influential Indian playwrights along with Girish Karnad, Habib Tanbeer and Badal Sircr. ©"€ he
" He has fertilized the Indian English literary soil with his literary outputs. He has presented content stages
.J,[ and form in a new way and also has cast the lights on the buming issues of contemporary Indian
~ society in a novel way in his plays.
31 IS triee
~ |2] His Literary Production Seron
over \
o During hif; life he has produced many literary works in various genres. He wrote plays, ::;dlm
4 novels, short stories and _alsu translated many books. His major plays are; Gruhastha (Householder! thnupc
{19-.17}. Shrimant (The Rich) (1956), Manoos Nawiche Bet (An Island Named "Man'") (1958), Thiel! nd‘UE
Police!, Bile Miltat (1960), Gidhade (The Vultures) (1961), Patlachya Poriche i age of -
; ) ya Poriche Lagin (Marrage /2 manne
‘Vlﬂlhgc Mayor’s Daugh'ter] (1965), Shantata! Court Chalu Aahe(Hindi: Khamosh! Adailat Tici B ond
(Silence! The Court is in Session) (1967), Ajgar Ani Gandharw i ol
b o A 18 andharwa (A Boa Constrictor 8 rehear
Gandharwa"), Sakharam Binder (Sakharam, the Book-Binder) (1972), Kamala ("Kamala") (198}
Madi [in Hindi], Kanyadan (Giving Away of a Dau ‘ ' - Y
. Mukabali (Encounter in Umbugland y of a Daughter in Marriage) (1983), Anji Dambadwic"
R s B Kt SakiCychoiah (Tho Gyolt e e Ok o
pey Eraiieg : * (The Cyclist) (1991), The Mas 2001). Pihi¢ arriva
Jatiche (It Has to Be in One's Blood), Jat Hi Poochho Sadhu Ki (Ask a F k‘;‘*'-‘—ur (20 1:,‘ oo
mw MIM Anmm Hmum‘“u (ill f- e o & ara II"S l..-“'lfﬂgt]. - 3
(Bidwabk Benperoe), Mirichi Goshia (A Frisnd's Story) (3001, Anenst et co e ou Samr¥ _ perioe
 novel by D. B. Mokashi], Bhau Muﬁrmr;:nl;msm? S pn S 1A play b 001
s Fith Woman (in English] (2004). Bebi and Mia ki kahani *(Mita's Story) { She f

'''''
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(3] Woman Exploitation in the Play. Silence! The Court Is In Session

With the publication of a play Silence! The Court Iy In Session in 1967 Vijay Tendulkar
eammed his rich name in the world of Indo English literature. The present play was or iginally written
in Marathi and later translated into English by Praya Adarkar and staged in 1971 at museum
Theatre. Madras and later translated into Bengali language. Through the dramatic irony and satire
the playwright portrays how the young woman of thirty four is victimized to conventions ,qn:i
shameful hypocrisy of the middle-class male-dominated society. With the course of the play she
undergoes deep mental agony when she is betrayed by the other members of the group

In the present play, Silence! The Court is in Session runs into three Acts and the playwright
introduces a theatre group called ‘The Sonar Moti Tenement(BBombay) Progressive Associalion
come 1o a suburban village near Bombay to stage their play on the Trial of American President
Lydon B. Johnson on the charge of producing atomic wu:||m|-n In the play, Tendulkar depicted the
plight of a young educated urban woman in male dominated society. A traditional male-dominated
middle class society is reluctant to any social change. Benare, the heroine of the play is in search of
a happy life after a few frustrations in her life. But society does not allow her 10 Inc’quic!i_-. Benare
is an educated woman of about 34 years. She is a school teacher by profession. She loves life and 1s
full of spirits. She is proud of her performance as a teacher and feels that her life is her own and nc
one has got the right to interfere in it. She is a member of an amateur dramatic association which
stages plays in different places to create public consciousness on some social or sociological issues

Silence! The Court is in Session presents a play within a play where Benare, as the accused
is tried for an imaginary crime of infanticide. Though the trial is conducted in game like and non-
serious manner, it exposes the past life of Benare and authenticates the feeling of superiority of men
over women in Indian society. This play deals with the mental state of educated woman in a
traditionally male-dominated Indian society. The so-called social workers like Kashikar and his
troupe show social concern for social reform and Tendulkar attacked them ironically and satirically
throughout the play. In this play an Indian society is presented where a woman is quite suppressed
and any small attempt y an woman for her freedom is highly detoriated. Tendulkar is highly artistic
manner withdraw from making any statement which saves the play from being propaganda. A play,
in order to be staged successfully needs to be rehearsed. The main body of the play concemns the
rehearsal of a drama on the theme of a court trial of an accused on some imaginary charges

Act-1 of the play presents all preparations for such a rehearsal of a mock court. Act-1 1s an
introduction to the main action of the real play which starts in Act-1l. The play begins with the
arrival of dramatic troupe in a village o stage a mock trial of a court in order to educate the rural
folk about the functioning before the time of the actual performance they pal (o spend the prime
period of time in some sort of game like activity. The rehearsal of the play n the village suggests
the main action of the play. The Act-I reveals the entire course of the drama. While engaged in
conversation with Samant, Benare tells him about her experiences as popular teacher in a school.
She further narrates how people around her, are jealous for which they have instituted an enquiry
against her for one bit of slander. This slander related to her affair with Prof Damley as it has been
shown in the course of her trial as the accused. Arundhati Banerjee says that the accusation brought
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Uinable to bear th

of the
who have fallen victims (o B ;lhml G finally ories out.’
alg

ﬁﬂm : as women : _
free 10 act ind-ﬂﬂﬂdﬂﬂﬂ}'- Benare's atten, W They simply s
. Pl 1o & ive for the sake |
’ mou of men surmoundin. 0 live It :
by .. : ‘Mg her i “. for her son and *1

e : crushed. She Argues: i)
has been mﬂtlltﬁ!} - b |\ he must have a @

v 1

comes fo a person only i, (3] Conclusiol

turity
“l" you “ that ma with age, with a unusual WaY of
experience’ And ! The court is in Session, 2004, 62). ro conl
ﬁﬂﬂ“‘ = X society and has |
SCAUSC » male ch - light of the wi
depressed because all the male characters yry \  PHEY
She gradually B ﬂ:;;:;:dhﬂ?r:wu Mrs. Kashikar joins her hands L.k,.l: 1|"" Indian society
sriny |iﬁ'mﬂﬂ‘ ;wsnddkﬁh?mihrnﬂ birthday he listens the communication o
expose her. ¥ . Work Cited
saoe. It would be still -
to be at before marriage uk mort _
l_“;t i 'hnkt us?:lm:u teach, in such a condition. There is no Tendulkar, Vij
mm woman must be diimiiifd (Ttndulklr: Silence! The fibliography
court is in Session, 2004, 70).
1) Banerjee, Arun

2006, Print

g the child of Prof. Dambley in her womb, |

It is further revealed that Benarc is carryin

discloses the fact that Benare in her youth, was in love with her maternal uncle and when tha iy, 2) Foucault, Mick

ended in fiasco, she attempted suicide. Further it is disclosed in the court that after her p York,Panthe

through Prof. Damblcy, Benare attempted to g married to anyone to save herself from defunsn o covnaie, vi
. OKNAE,

Sukhatme points out to the court that man is liable to error and youth leads a person asim Madge, Delt

appeals 10 the court to keep this in view and take a leni L g
show mercy to her for humanity’s sake. ¢ a lenient view of his client’s alleged cnn

4) Gokhale, Shs
rajan New |

Man is the last analysis, prone to error

that the accused has committed and i % " Youth leads a person astray. Let the terrible 0¥ 8) Tendulkar, V
all her crimes. She refers to her Hﬂll.lmllilmg be regarded with mercy. However Benare
men had deceived her. She confi ove affair with her maternal uncle and Prof. Damble. But b

6) Tendulkar, V

hh’lhnm
q’“‘-&“ “!l'! But it was the same mistake. 1 offercd
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